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Getting Ready for COP 26
Stop the JNF Interactive Workshop
"Climate Justice not ethnic cleansing",
with Abeer al Butmeh (FoE Palestine)
and Manal Shqair
4 pm Saturday 4th September 2021
Register here
Keynote Comment: The Struggle against Climate Apartheid in Palestine
by Manal Shqair.
Manal Shqair is campaigns coordinator for Stop the Wall and
international outreach coordinator of the Land Defences Coalition,
colonized Palestine. Stop the JNF is working with the Palestine
COP26 Coalition and its members in solidarity campaigns focusing
on COP26 and to support their tree planting initiatives.

In our ever-heating planet, the causes and impacts of climate change are - to a certain extent known. What has also become evident is that many aspects of the response to the climate crisis
are fostering discrimination against and exclusion of the historically and systematically
marginalized ‘other’. This only entrenches a system of climate apartheid.
As a network of Palestinian grassroots and environmental organizations, the formation of the
Palestine COP26 Coalition (PCC) is an expression of our struggle to fulfill a radical dismantling of
the apartheid system Israel imposes on us, including climate apartheid.
Established in 2020, the PCC comprises the Palestinian Environmental NGOs Network, which
represents the Palestinian chapter of Friends of the Earth International, Stop the Wall Campaign,
the Popular Struggle Coordination Committee, the Palestine Institute for Biodiversity &
Sustainability of Bethlehem University and the Palestinian Farmers Union.

Manal Shqair's comment continued: We have come together in one coalition to get the best out of our
long-standing experiences in the struggle to preserve our environment and presence as a people with
its own identity, history and culture, in the face of the Israeli onslaught on our existence and
ecosystem. We will convey the systematically silenced Palestinian voices via the spaces enabled by the
People’s COP26 Coalition based in Glasgow.
The presence of Palestine in this global bottom-up transformative space is part of our efforts to
emphasize the fact that finding solutions to climate change must include and strengthen indigenous
environmental stewardship. This is because the environmental destruction we confront in Palestine
and globally is deeply rooted in racism, colonialism and sexism.
The destruction of our environment caused by Israeli apartheid practices is a precondition for the
colonization of our land and the destruction of our society. Despite this, Israel promotes itself as a
pioneer in technological advancement through which it claims to find solutions to the climate crisis,
which is a racial supremacist act pursued by a colonizing power. Read more here

Challenging the claims of the KKL-JNF

Yatir Forest, cited by KKL-JNF's chief scientist as an Forest fires in the Jerusalem hills have destroyed at
example of how to fight climate change.
least 2,000 acres of KKL-JNF forests. Many trees

The JNF-sponsored forest was developed to grab
Palestinian land and its recent expansion has been
used as a pretext for demolishing the Bedouin
village of Umm al-Hiran. Moreover, doubts over the
environmental claims for developing the forest are
now being raised even by some Israeli ecologists.
They point out that it has wiped out important
desert ecosystems and show that all forestation
projects cannot be seen as an unalloyed benefit.
Read More
This month's "Chutzpah special".
.
"Throughout the world the search is on for a
breakthrough, and I believe that it will come from
Israel, where innovation thrives. We cooperate
with world Jewry and know how to work with both
national and local government offices, which
provides us with a great advantage in coping with
the climate crisis." (Dr. Doron Markel, KKL-JNF)
Ethnic cleansing as "innovation"!

planted after the Nakba have proved to be fire risks
The KKL-JNF is by far the major planter of trees in
what is now known as Israel, being the biggest
"private" landowner.

How do they get away with it?
"A land without people for a people without land."
"The only democracy in the Middle East."
"The most moral army in the world."
"Making the desert bloom."
And so on, and so on. The Zionists understand the
value of invention and distortion repeated over
and over again.

Climate Justice not Ethnic Cleansing: The COP26 coalition has recognised that
indigenous peoples in settler colonies are at the
keep the JNF out of COP26.
Climate change has finally risen to the top of the
agenda for urgent environmental action. The
language of the recent IPCC scientific report has
become more strident and the heat is on world
leaders to cut carbon dioxide emissions quickly.
The global mechanism for coordinating climate
change policy, the Conference of Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP) will meet for its 26th
session in Glasgow in November.

forefront of the damage of the fossil fuel
industry, from oil and gas extraction through to
the destruction caused by climate change and
the false 'solutions’ of corporations. The Zionist
colonisation of Palestine results in water
apartheid, land-grabbing and food and fuel
insecurity for Palestinians. A just transition to a
fossil-free future demands the decolonisation of
resources and an end to the JNF’s 120 year long
oppression of the Palestinian people.

The COPs are being cynically exploited by the JNF,
which has been granted observer status by the
UN and boasts that it regularly participates in the
Israeli delegation to such events. Many
Environmentalists are telling the JNF that it is not
welcome in Glasgow and that efforts at tackling
climate change should not be used as greenwash
for covering up ethnic cleansing. Please sign the
declaration to Keep the JNF out of COP26.
Collecting the olive harvest in the shadow of the
Alongside the main COP26, where world leaders
apartheid wall
will be negotiating, civil society will be mobilising
to keep the pressure on. The COP26 Coalition has
called for 48 hours of action on November 5th
and 6th to demand climate justice, including
major demonstrations in Glasgow and London on
Saturday 6th and multiple local protests
throughout Britain and the world. Stop the JNF
will be joining the actions, supporting climate
justice, opposing the JNF’s ethnic cleansing. 7th –
10th November will be a People’s Summit for
Climate Justice. Look out for events by Stop the
JNF in collaboration with the Palestine COP26
Coalition.
A symbol of sumud - picking prickly pears in Gaza
July 2021.

5th-6th November: 48 hours of action for
climate justice
6th November: demonstrations in Glasgow,
London and near you
7th–10th November: People’s Summit for
Climate Justice.

Sign the
Declaration to
keep the JNF out of
COP 26.

Formal Complaint re KKL to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator
(OSCR): the regulator seeks “further information” from the KKL.
In November 2020, Scottish PSC submitted a
complaint to the Office of Scottish Charities
Regulator (OSCR) against the charity KKL
(Scotland), on the grounds that “KKL (Scotland)
raises funds in Scotland for activities of the KKLJNF in Israel which are not charitable but are, in
fact illegal, and further, that the unstated
objective of KKL (Scotland) and all organisations
in the JNF ‘family’, is the ethnic cleansing of
Palestinians.

Above, the dry facts. Below, the consequence.

..In 2017, two members of SPSC had the
opportunity to visit Gazit and observed that the
reservoir in question was used for irrigation of
intensive agriculture in Kibbutz Gazit, and
inaccessible to the neighbouring Palestinian
village of Kafr Misr. This example of water
apartheid stretches the definition of water
conservation and environmental protection, and
certainly the only beneficiaries are the Jewish
residents. Read more.

Plant a Tree in Palestine: support environmental justice
The picture opposite shows one of the obstacles
for farmers in planting olives in Palestine; on top
of this brutality is the violence of the illegal
settlers.
In a recent discussion with our Palestinian
partners, we asked about the value of the Plant a
Tree Project: is it still important? The answer was
a resounding "Yes!".
We heard that the scheme serves several important purposes:
Showing solidarity and conveying the message that we stand with Palestinians; they are not alone.
Planting trees thwarts Israeli efforts to drive Palestinians from their land, especially in Area C,
where "uncultivated" land is confiscated and it obviously has economic benefits too.
Contributing to the protection of the environment by restoring the indigenous trees whch are so
much more "at home" than the imported trees the JNF has planted.
Reasserting the symbol of Palestinian identity, challenging the appropriation of the land by the JNF
and Israel.
MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO PLANT A TREE HERE.

www.stopthejnf.org

