
Saturday 8th May, 4 pm
"The Role of the JNF in the Palestinian

Nakba." Register here.
Ilan Pappé, the author of "The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine" (2006 Oneworld), in
readiness for  Nakba day a week later, will
discuss how "the JNF was the principal Zionist
tool for the colonization of Palestine".

Professor Pappé, described by John Pilger as
"Israel's bravest, most principled, most
incisive historian" will describe the JNF's role
in ethnic cleansing, foundational to Israel's
apartheid system. The truth of this
designation is spreading, however hard
Israel's supporters try to deny it and deride
those who advocate it.

Human Rights Watch have published a
devastating report confirming what supporters
of the rights of Palestinians have been saying for
some time: from the river to the sea, Israel
practises apartheid.

This is the second major report  that applies the
1998 Rome Statute's definitions of apartheid and
takes the "it's-only-your-opinion" position out of
the matter.

By applying legal criteria and definitions, HRW
shows, step-by-step, how Palestinians are
systematically and methodically deprived of their
rights and subjected to a whole range of
persecutions: " ...(Israeli) authorities have
dispossessed, confined, forcibly separated, and
subjugated Palestinians by virtue of their identity..."

And the JNF role in all this? "The explicit
mandate of the JNF is to develop and lease
land for Jews and not any other segment of the
population," the report reminds us. The JNF is
referenced 20+ times in the document.  

 
"A Threshold Crossed:

Israeli Authorities and the Crimes of
Apartheid and Persecution"

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4WE-sx9UTJKP-iI3g8sxyA
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution


This infographic, devised by HRW, shows the
situation that Palestinians face, wherever they live.

Although it was only in February 2021 that the  JNF
leadership openly announced it would acquire land
in the West Bank for settlements/colonies, the Israeli
group Peace Now  has documented that it has
acquired at least 65,000 dunams (acres) of land for
settlements in the West Bank since 1967, but via
proxies like Himnuta. 

Another area of JNF charitable involvement is the
Negev (Naqab). According to the JNF UK branch, this
is a non-controversial area! The fact is that 90,000
Bedouin are being pressured to move, to enable
"development" to take place; to this end, their
villages continue to be "unrecognised", depriving
them of basic services and infrastructure, their
homes demolished, their crops and livestock
destroyed, so that Jewish-only towns can be created
in their place. 
Read the full report here.

A problem foreseen in Britain?

From the very early days, official concerns were
voiced in the UK about the exclusivist Zionist land
policy, as this extract from the Hope Simpson
Report of 1930 shows: 
 
 “…. the result of the purchase of land in Palestine by
the Jewish National Fund has been that land has been
extra-territorialised. It ceases to be land from which
the Arab can gain any advantage either now or at any
time in the future. Not only can he never hope to lease
or to cultivate it, but, by the stringent provisions of the
lease of the Jewish National Fund, he is deprived for
ever from employment on that land. 
 
 It is impossible to view with equanimity the extension
of an enclave in Palestine from which the Arabs are
excluded."

What happened to this accurate insight?
Ramsay MacDonald nullified it .

"Seeking Maximal Land with
Minimal Palestinians"

https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution


Is this your idea of a Charity?

The JNF-UK promotes itself as a charity developing
Israel through social and environmental
programmes, and claims to be independent of the
Israeli KKL-JNF. Yet the UK charity is implicated in the
KKL's collaboration with the military and their future
plans to settle 1.5 million Israelis in the Negev and
Galilee, in conjunction with alumni of the signals
intelligence Unit 8200. As the Israeli equivalent of the
US National Security Agency, Unit 8200 spies on
Palestinians, and its veterans have spawned
cybersecurity firms implicated in spying on human
rights activists. (Keir Starmer has just employed an
old boy to superintend the Labour Party's social
media output!)

One strand of the story begins in Gaza. In 1993,
Rabbi Rafi Peretz founded the Otzem Pre-Military
Torah Academy, for youth from the religious Zionist
community. In 2005, Israel “withdrew” from Gaza,
while retaining complete control over the Strip.
Otzem was relocated in Naveh, a new agricultural
settlement in the Western Negev. (cont. below)

Above are pictured the two most recent
speakers on our 2021 programme of
webinars. Khalil Alamour (top) spoke in front of
his Bedouin tent and gave us a sense of what
life is like resisting the moves of the JNF to
sweep the Palestinian Bedouin citizens of
Israel from their homes and replace them with
new Jewish-only towns.

Erik Ader (bottom) told us how the JNF
commemorated his father's wartime heroism
of rescuing Jewish people from the Nazis  by
hiding the ethnic cleansing of a Palestinian
village under a park it then named after him.
Unable to detach his father's name from the
park, he donated 1100 trees to the West Bank
village of Farata.

Missed any of the webinars presented by Stop the JNF? Find them on the website
here

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUzgU4Agk6UL27KPSkbGH3g


The Sumarin Family in East Jerusalem

 On April 5th, the Israeli Supreme Court was
supposed to hear the Sumarin family’s appeal
against the ruling ordering their eviction from their
home in Silwan in favour of the JNF and Elad.

However, the judges threw a spanner into the works
- and a very revealing one at that. They referred the
matter to the Attorney General, a Government
position, for his opinion. Now this reveals the
dishonesty of pretending that the case is just some
legal dispute between two parties - the Sumarin
family and the JNF - with no State-level involvement.

The para-statal proxies are suddenly being
sidestepped and the Supreme Court is talking to the
organ-grinder and not the monkey. 

In the UK,  all MPs, including the 72 who signed up to
EDM 529, have been contacted by PSC to keep them
informed of these developments. The Sheffield MPs
have written a letter to the British Foreign Secretary.
Perhaps, they should also contact the Israeli
Embassy who have proclaimed that, "The
Government of Israel is not a party to the ongoing
legal proceedings," to keep Ambassador Hotovely up
to speed.

Israeli Attorney General Avichai Mandelbit

Above, a picture from the Otzem brochure
proclaims,“If you seek a uniquely Israeli
experience – then Otzem is the place for you!”
Note the photograph showing the two young
men clutching machine guns .

The JNF-UK has funded a venue for the Naveh-
Otzem pre-Army programme, and a dormitory for
this all-male Yeshiva. At least 5 other pre-military
programmes have received JNF-UK funding. These
include support for Lone Soldiers, “...young men
and women from abroad who have chosen to leave
everything behind and come to Israel on their own
to enlist in the IDF”. One such programme
sponsors “North American youth who volunteer for
the Israeli Defense Force”, to “benefit both the
people who graduate from them and the army...” 
Read more here

The JNF UK, which helps to fund Otzem
and several other military academies,
insists that their training programmes 
 have "no military content." 

This session  had a large international audience.
Chaired by Manal Shqair, we heard from Dipti
Bhatnagar (FoE Mozambique), Jamal Juma (Stop the
Wall) and Eurig Scandrett (FoE Scotland and Stop the
JNF). Manal showed a short and powerful film,
highlighting the colonial strategies of greenwashing
and suppression carried out by the  JNF  and
illustrating some of the resistance to it.  This is part of
the preparation for COP 26 and the exclusion of jNF
from this gathering..

The recording is not yet available but will be posted
asap.

https://www.stopthejnf.org/the-sumarin-case-update-april-5th-2021-israels-supreme-court-backs-down-from-making-a-decision/
https://www.paulblomfield.co.uk/news/2021/04/26/calling-for-action-on-sumarin-family-eviction/
https://www.stopthejnf.org/resources/webinar-resources/from-prawer-to-the-jnf-2040-plan/

