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Editorial
We begin 2021 by updating you on two
complaints sent by the Stop JNF group: one to
the England & Wales Fundraising Regulator
and the other to OSCR (Office of the Scottish
Charity Regulator). It’s useful to juxtapose
these two complaints because they go to the
heart of what the JNF is about: a commitment
to the ethnic cleansing of Palestine and the
entrenchment of Israel’s apartheid regime on
the one hand and, on the other, a shameless
attempt to disguise its political purposes by
means of misleading, inadequate and
deceitful publicity.
The auguries are good for our campaign in
2021. B’Tselem is the latest body to denounce
Israel as an apartheid regime, making this
analysis ever more irresistible. And of course,
the JNF has been a leading agent of this
criminal state structure from its inception.
We also are delighted to give notice of some
of our 2021 programme, building on last
year’s work, inviting you to join us in this
campaign. Details on page 4, more to follow.

Whatever the findings of the Fundraising
Regulator, JNF UK will be outed as a
bogus charity
On 16th April 2020, a letter of complaint against the JNF
UK was lodged with the Fundraising Regulator. Signed by
62 Jewish supporters of the Palestinian struggle, the letter
argued that the JNF UK’s fundraising appeals, which are
principally directed at British Jews, were misleading in
what they stated and still more so in what they omitted.
Far from being a benign organisation, promoting
environmental improvement and assisting impoverished
communities, as it asserts in its publicity, the JNF UK has a
long history of involvement in the ethnic cleansing of the
Palestinians. In more recent times, it has also funded
projects linked to the Israeli military.
Unlike the Charity Commission, which has a dismal record
of hounding charities which are not to the British
government’s liking while giving cover to those that are,
the Fundraising Regulator’s Office appears to carry out its
duties with a measure of diligence. Its remit is, however,
much narrower. Rescinding the JNF UK’s charitable status
is not within its powers though it could use its authority to
confirm that the JNF UK is heavily involved in activities that
most people would consider criminal rather than
charitable. (Read more)

The British TUC last summer was
clear that Israel was an apartheid
state, but many in the UK have
shied away from this label. Israeli
Human Rights group B'Tselem has
not. Read the full report here.

Some Background
What is the Fundraising Regulator?
This regulatory body investigates fundraising that has caused
significant public concern, for example when an organisation has
not been fully transparent about how money raised will be used.
Stop the JNF became aware of this body when it accepted a
complaint about the will-writing arm of the JNF UK (Read more).
The Curious Case of the JNF and the Widow's legacy
JNF UK operates a will-writing service. In March 2020 this came
under fire from the Fundraising Regulator whose job it is to check
that charities act with propriety. JNF UK were found not to have
done so and the case makes for interesting reading. (Read more.)
JNF UK: masters of publicity, if not of the truth.
With gloriously ironic braggadocio, the JNF UK camera sweeps
across the land of Palestine, proclaiming its achievements: People,
Community, Recreation, Research, Agriculture, LAND (in big letters)
Water, Forestry and Security. Not a Palestinian in sight...(Read
more.)
Right: this map provides the finishing touch in the JNF UK publicity
video, associating places in the UK with the elimination of Palestine.

Complaint to the Office of the Scottish Charity Register (OSCR)
The latest regulatory complaint to OSCR goes to the heart of the problem of giving charitable status to a
Zionist organisation steeped in ethnic cleansing and dedicated to removing an indigenous people from
their land to replace them with Jewish settlers from across the world.
KKL (Scotland) (KKLS) is named as an international office of the JNF-KKL in Israel. In 2007, Scottish PSC
complained to OSCR (which regulates charities in Scotland) following the registration of KKLS as a charity.
This complaint led to an investigation and the decision of OSCR to confirm KKLS’s charitable status.
Subsequent Freedom of Information requests revealed that the sole beneficiary of KKLS’s initial
fundraising efforts was JNF-KKL Israel for the building of a reservoir in Kibbutz Gazit. In 2017, two
members of SPSC visited Gazit reservoir and this subsequently led to the new complaint in 2020.
In a nutshell, the complaint focuses on the Scottish KKL (JNF) funding of the Gazit reservoir to benefit
Jewish Israeli citizens of Kibbutz Gazit, while ignoring the needs of Palestinian citizens of Israel in nearby
Kafr Misr. Not only that, but this is a double crime scene: the reservoir itself was built on some of the lands
of the ancient village of al Tira, ethnically cleansed in the 1948 Nakba, a process in which the JNF played a
central role.
Gazit Reservoir and apartheid Although residents of both Kibbutz Gazit and Kafr Misr are all citizens of
the state of Israel, only the Kibbutz residents have ‘Jewish nationality’, whereas Kafr Misr residents are
categorised as having ‘Arab nationality.’ (contd overleaf)

’As Richard Falk and Virginia Tilley have amply illustrated, Jewish nationality confers superior status and legal
rights over those with Arab nationality, a situation starkly confirmed by the Nation State Law of 2018.
Thus, the Gazit Reservoir donation made by KKL Scotland of £120,000 totally undermines the organisation’s
proclaimed charitable objective of working “for the benefit of all its (Israel’s) residents” and instead shows
JNF’s ongoing commitment to building the Israeli apartheid structures.
Of serious concern too is the provenance of the land on which Kibbutz Gazit and the reservoir have been
built. Until 1948, during Ottoman and British Mandate control, the land was part of the Palestinian village of
al-Tira. Thus, any 'environmental improvement’ to which KKL Scotland’s funds, have contributed,
increased because of their charitable status by tax benefits, has been on land forcibly taken from its rightful
owners in 1948 and illegally retained since.
A key role of the JNF after the foundation of the state of Israel has been to establish settlements, parks,
forests and reservoirs for the specific strategic purpose of thwarting UN Resolution 194, the Right of Return
of Palestinian refugees. And so the construction of this reservoir serves another uncharitable purpose: to
prevent the rightful owners of al Tira returning to, and reclaiming, their land.
Read the full complaint and the detailed analysis of the Appendix by clicking here

The JNF has "built 250
reservoirs" contributing
to the apartheid water
system of Israel.
The picture (left) shows
the reality of the water
supply for many
Palestinians and (below)
the abundance of water
for illegal colonies.

PLANT A TREE IN PALESTINE UPDATE:
£725 has been sent to our partners, Stop the Wall, to plant trees; £495 of
this comes from Aberdeen Trades Council in solidarity. Thanks to them
and to all donors. To donate click here and choose Plant a Tree

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Coming soon - Stop JNF Programme for 2021
We are finalising our programme for 2021, assuming that the start of the year
will be dominated by Covid-19. We will have a series of webinars beginning in
February (see below for confimed dates - more to follow.) We also have plans for
film screenings, a speaking tour and work on JNF's faux environmentalism.

FEBRUARY:
Stop the JNF: Saturday February 6th,2.00pm (Register here )
Salman Abu Sitta: "The Return Journey."

SOAS Middle East Institute: February 23rd at 5.30pm.
"Eleven Wars against Palestinians: How Palestinians are coping with
their Elimination" - Salman Abu Sitta (Founder and President, Palestine
Land Society) with an introduction to a New Palestine Centre in the Heart
of the Arab World by Dr. Howayda Al-Harithy. Register here
MARCH
Stop the JNF: March 6th at 4.00pm (registration to follow)
Michael Fischbach: "Palestinian Refugee Property: Restitution and
Claims for Compensation."

Stop the JNF: March 20th at 3.00 pm, our contribution to Israeli
Apartheid Week (registration to follow)
Richard Falk, "Israeli Apartheid."

MAY
Stop the JNF: Saturday May 8th at 4.00pm (registration to follow)
Ilan Pappé: " The role of the JNF in the Palestinian Nakba"
www.stopthejnf.org

